Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 295907 

43 

ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 SS-15 NSC-05 SP-02 

INRE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 USIE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 

/043R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/ARN : DDEAN : JFC 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN - MR. BULLEN 
NEA/P - MISS O'NEAL (SUBS.) 

056727 

O 161725Z DEC 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 295907 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR. JO 

SUBJECT: HUSSEIN NEWSWEEK INTERVIEW 

REF: AMMAN 9663 

1. HUSSEIN'S REMARKS TO DE B ORCHGRAVE WERE CONTAINED IN 
ONE PARAGRAPH OF A NEWSWEEK ARTICLE ON THE MIDDLE EAST. 
PARAGRAPH IS QUOTED BELOW. 

2. QUOTE: THE ARABS WERE HARDENING THEIR STANCE. IN AN 
INTERVIEW IN AMMAN LAST WEEK WITH NEWSWEEK SENIOR EDITOR 
ARNAUD DE BORCHGRAVE, JORDAN'S KING HUSSEIN DECLARED THAT 
IT WAS UP TO ISRAEL TO RECOGNIZE THE PLO FIRST-NOT THE 
OTHER WAY AROUND. HUSSEIN, WHO HAD JUST CONCLUDED A TWO- 
DAY MEETING IN THE JORDANIAN CAPITAL WITH SYRIA'S PRESIDENT 
HAFEZ ASSAD. ALSO INDICATED THAT THE TWO ARAB NEIGHBORS WERE 
NOW STEADFAST ALLIES. INNER QUOTE ANY ATTACK ON SYRIA BY 
ISRAEL WILL BE CONSIDERED AN ATTACK ON JORDAN; END INNER 
QUOTE, THE KING WARNED. WHEN IT CAME TO THE PALESTINIAN 
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CIVIL WAR IN 1970, THE KING MAINTAINED THAT PAST DIFFERENCES 
HAD BEEN PATCHED UP. BEGIN INNER QUOTE, AS FAR AS WE ARE 
CONCERNED, END INNER QUOTE, HUSSEIN DECLARED, BEGIN INNER 
QUOTE WE HAVE NO DIFFERENCES WITH THE PLO. END INNER QUOTE. 

END QUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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